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The Logic of Capital and Market Anomie

LIU Ze—min
(School of Marxism, Anhui Medical University, Hefei 230032,China)

Abstract: Market anomie in our society has increasingly become a serious social problem, which not only directly
threatens the security of people’s lives and properties and hinders the improvement of people’s material and cultural life, but
also seriously influences the healthy development of socialist market economy and the masses” beliefs in adhering to the road
of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Market anomie is rooted in the domination of the commodity economy by the logic of
capital, which makes the value increase become the purpose of commodity production while degrading the production of use
value into means to realize value proliferation. The purpose of socialist commodity economy must aim at the production of use
value, i.e. meeting people’s growing material and cultural needs, whereas treating value proliferation (profiting motive of
capital) as a means to achieve it. In this way, the dialectical unity and interaction between the motives of capital value
proliferation and the requirements of meeting people’s growing material and cultural needs can be achieved, in order to
ultimately surpass the capitalist commodity economy.

Key words: commodity economy; the logic of capital; market anomie



