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Comparative Study about the Elderly Living Happiness in Urban and Rural Areas in the
Perspective of Livelihood Capital

——FEmpirical Research based on the Data of 2013 in Chinese General Social Survey

YUE Zhang,LU Zhi-jing
(School of Public Administration, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan Hubei 430073, China)

Abstract: This paper use the data of Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS) in 2103 to analyze the influence of the

livelihood capital of the elderly in urban and rural areas on the well-being of them. The study found that the well-being of

the elderly to be slightly higher than the urban elderly in rural areas, the effects of different types of livelihood capital to the

well-being of the elder from different areas are different. Human capital, physical capital and social capital have a significant

positive impact on the well-being of urban and rural elderly people’s lives, and the impact on the urban elderly is even more

prominent. Financial capital has no significant impact on the well-being of the elderly people in urban and rural areas. Elder

women, the elderly with spouse and the elderly who think they can rely on themselves all have a higher level of well-being

in life. Compared with their peers, the higher the social and economic status of the elderly, the more the number of children,

the greater the sense of well-being of their lives. Based on this, improving the quality of life of the elderly in urban and ru-

ral areas are important to enhance the well-being of their lives. Ultimately, it may play an important role in promoting the

general welfare.

Key words: livelihood capital ; elderly; well-being; urban; rural



