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Enlightenment to Marx’s Philosophical Epistemology in '"New Materialism'' from Feuerbach

PAN Jun-ling
(Wuhan Technical College of Communication, Wuhan Hubei 430065, China)

Abstract: Feuerbach’s epistemology dropped philosophical perspective from the religious heaven to the real world, opening
a materialist epistemology. But instead of implementing materialism in social history, he used sensible and intuitive theory of
reflection to explain the objective world, and finally fell into an idealist conception of history. Marx’s epistemology in his "
New Materialism" however, starting from perceptual practice, enhanced perceptual knowledge to rational knowledge, identified
the objects” presentation and nature, understood the dialectical relationship between social beings and social consciousness,
found the law of human society’s historical development, and finally created a materialist conception of history. The develop-
ment from perceptual knowledge to rational knowledge, from the theory of direct reflection to the theory of practical episte-
mology, from individual beings and class consciousness to social being and social consciousness embodies the enlightenment

from Feuerbach’s epistemology to Marx’s "New Materialism".

Key words: Feuerbach’s philosophy; Marx’s "New Materialism"; epistemology; practice



